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ENERGY UTILITIES — CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

393. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the minister’s answer to me on 17 May 2011 when he stated the government’s energy utilities have had 
some input into the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia’s submission to the strategic 
energy initiative.  

(1) Does the minister agree with the comment contained in the submission that the government should aim 
to remove public ownership over the competitive components of the market, particularly energy 
generation and retail?  

(2) How can Synergy and Verve Energy not have a conflict of interest when the submission deals with their 
possible privatisation?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. I say to the honourable member that we 
have absolutely no intent whatsoever—I want to clarify this; no intent whatsoever—to privatise any of 
the energy corporations. None whatsoever. It has never been discussed between me and the 
corporations, the Premier and me, or anyone that I have had a discussion with. We have not discussed 
the privatisation of corporations. In fact, if anything, who would want to buy them in their current state? 
The disaggregation process was totally and absolutely flawed — 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, it was not even your question! It is bad enough the member who 
asked the question interjecting, but you interjecting is beyond the pale.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Mr President. I am being very tolerant today.  

As a result of the failed disaggregation process, we continue to bail out these corporations to the tune of 
hundreds of millions —  

Hon Kate Doust interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Mr President, I said last night I will take interjections only if members put their hands 
up! I stand by that. 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! You get a chance to ask a question, the minister gets a chance to answer it. The 
minister is obliged to listen to the question and members are obliged to listen to the answer. As we often hear in 
this place: you do not have to like an answer, you do not have to agree with an answer, but you have to listen to 
it.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Mr President. The reason I am going on this tangent is that it is a question 
without notice. It gives me a great opportunity to answer the question. That is exactly — 

Hon Kate Doust: It is a simple answer—yes or no. Do they have a conflict of interest? Don’t point your fingers 
at me! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Put your hand up!  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Maybe we are a bunch of 15-year-olds, I am not sure. The behaviour in this place has 
to reflect a bit more maturity than that level. Please do not interject; listen to the answer.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: I agree that calling out is very immature! 

At the moment we have a situation in which no-one in their right mind would buy them. In the last two and a 
half years we have seriously improved the situation of the corporations. As far as the failed vesting contract is 
concerned, we have completely changed that contract to ensure that our state-owned generators will pump out 
power instead of paying hundreds of millions of dollars in capacity credits. As far as the retailer Synergy is 
concerned, we have a good management team to ensure it acts as a retailer. Western Power has a new board to 
ensure we can oversee changes to poles and wires, to make sure we have a comprehensive above-ground 
network—the same with Horizon Power. At last we have an energy sector that is showing some sort of 
credibility, as opposed to before we took office when it was basically falling down.  

With regard to privatisation, I will clarify yet again—I will make this as unambiguous, transparent and definitive 
as possible—we have no intent whatsoever to privatise any of the corporations.  
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Hon Ken Travers: Never ever?  

Hon PETER COLLIER: We have no intention ever, at this stage. It is not on the horizon. 

Hon Ken Travers: There is always a weasel word!  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Pardon?  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has joined in as well! We are not selling; we are not privatising 
the corporations.  

The second part of the question related to the conflict of interest. They are government trading enterprises that 
were established under the former Labor government. Their role is to represent their customers—the Western 
Australian public. They are fully entitled to contribute to the strategic energy initiative. I would be disappointed 
if they did not. I would like to think that everyone in Western Australia who has an interest in energy will 
contribute to the final report of the SEI, which is a blueprint for where the energy market in Western Australia is 
going. It is the first time we have had a broad-based, comprehensive and visionary approach to energy since 
1979.  
 


